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Animal Welfare Council Weekly Update

Keeping you up-to-date on important animal issues! July 5, 2010

in this issue | Greetings Animal Welfare Council Members:

This email update is a benefit of your membership and
support of the Animal Welfare Council. The following
articles and legislation are of interest of those who interact
with animals in industry. Please contact me if you have
items you would like shared with the membership.

Animal Rights Articles

Animal Welfare/Health

Articles/Animal ID Cindy Schonholtz
President
Legislative/Requlatory Animal Welfare Council
Articles awc@animalwelfarecouncil.org
LEGISLATION

M . .ima Rights Articles

Animal rights activists target Stampede Sponsors

(Canada)
ALF claims responsibility for sheepskin factory fire
. . (Denver)
Quick Links...
Gun club honchos contribution for fireworks sets off animal
e Animal Welfare rights group (SHARK against pigeon shoot in PA)
Council
e Information on Farmers defend way of life on Facebook, Twitter (AP)
Federal Bills -
Thomas.gov National conference discusses growing attacks by animal
e Center for rights activists (The Prairie Star)
Consumer

Freedom
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e NAIA Trust

awc@animalwelfarecouncil.or
awc@animalwelfarecouncil.or

Animal rights activists target BP (USA Today)

Local horse traders targetted by animal rights group (KS)

Man who raided South Jordan mink farm sentenced (UT)

Donating to HSUS? Do you know where your money go?
(Petmd)

e Animal Welfare/Health Articles/Animal ID

Buford man accused of neglecting A
horses (GA)

SPCA, horse owner face off (NY)

Horses siezed in suspected neglect case
(CO)

House Ag Chair comments on animal
ID, livestock welfare (AVMA)

e Legislative/Regulatory Articles

Animal rights groups, Ohio Farmers strike
deal on cruelty (Business Week, NOTE:
There are many that are very unhappy with
this deal, especially those dealing with
exotic animals and dog breeders. Most
animal industry was not a part of this compromise)

City of Sacramento weighs requlations for circus, rodeo
animals (CA)

Proposed ban on horse slaughter hits commons (Canada)

Five questions with Wayne Pacelle (LA Times, talks about
Ohio compromise)

FDA recommends new rules on livestock drugs (Reuters)
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e LEGISLATION
FEDERAL

H.R.305

To amend title 49, United States Code, to prohibit the
transportation of horses in interstate transportation in a
motor vehicle containing 2 or more levels stacked on top
of one another.

Sponsor: Rep Kirk, Mark Steven [IL-10] (introduced
1/8/2009) Cosponsors (2)

Latest Major Action: 1/8/2009 Referred to House
committee. Status: Referred to the House Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

COSPONSORS(2), ALPHABETICAL [followed by Cosponsors
withdrawn]: (Sort: by date)

Rep Cohen, Steve [TN-9] - 1/8/2009

Rep Whitfield, Ed [KY-1] - 1/8/2009

Status

H.R. 503 & S 727

Prevention of Equine Cruelty Act of 2009 (Introduced in
House)

To amend title 18, United States Code, to prohibit certain
conduct relating to the use of horses for human
consumption.

Status on HR 503 click here

Status on S727 click here

To see AVMA's information on these bills, click h ere
Click here to read the Animal Welfare Council Survey
Results on Animal Control Agencies Ability to Care for
horses

HR 1018 - Restoring Our American Mustangs
(ROAM) Act Status

State Legislatures Addressing Unwanted
Horse/Horse Processing

States are currently dealing with the unwanted horse issue
in different ways, most of the legislative action pertains to
the processing of horses issue. Since the plants in the
United States closed in 2007, states have struggled with
how to handle unwanted horses and if the fact that these
plants have closed have contributed to the uptick in abuse
and neglect. Processing horses for human consumption is
still legal in all states except California, Illinois, and Texas,
which passed state laws banning it. Though it is still
technically legal in most states, it is practically unfeasible.
This is hecalise for the nast several vears. Conaress has
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put a rider on appropriations measures that prohibit the
use of funds or user fees for inspection of horse meat
meant for human consumption. With no USDA inspection,
no horse meat can be sold over state lines, unless it is for
the zoo meat market.

In Colorado, a bill has been introduced (SB 139) that
would provide for a check off on Colorado State Income
Tax to provide for an unwanted horse fund that would
support the work of the Colorado Unwanted Horse
Alliance. Click here for more information.

The South Dakota Legislature has passed a resolution
calling on the U.S. Congress to reinstate horse processing.
They are also calling on the USDA to reinstate and fully
fund the horse meat inspection program, while also urging
Congress to defeat the current Prevention of Equine
Cruelty Act, including H.R. 503 and S. 727 and related
legislation. Click here for more information

In Kentucky, the legislation (HB 398) passed is not related
to processing but disposition of unwanted horses in that
state. A bill to form the Kentucky Equine Health and
Welfare Council and create regional centers to care for
unwanted horses has passed both houses and has been
sent to Governor Bashear for consideration. Another bill
has been sent to the Governor that would shorten the
statutory wait time for adopting horses that have been
confiscated by law enforcement authorities. This bill would
reduce the waiting time from one year to three months.
Click her e for more information.

In Wyoming, a bill (HB 122) to circumvent the funding
problems with USDA inspection of horse meat has passed
and has been signed into law by Governor Dave
Freudenthal . This law authorizes the slaughter of
unclaimed horses by state inspected facilities. It provides
the Wyoming Livestock Board with three options to deal
with abandoned, stray, feral or abused animals which
enter into their jurisdiction. The Board may take the
animal to public sale (this was the only option previous to
this law) or send the animal to slaughter or euthanize the
animal. Horses slaughtered in Wyoming would have to be
inspected by state inspectors and may be used for human
consumption only in Wyoming, but the horsemeat could be
exported to other states to feed zoo animals. The United
Organizations of the Horse helped shape the legislation
and also aims to develop a model for the humane
processing of horses that will make the practice more
widely acceptable to the public. Click here for more
information.
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The Missouri house has passed a bill (HB 1747) that also
addresses federal funding restrictions for USDA inspectors
to work in horse processing facilities. This bill would
impose fees on the processors in order to pay inspectors.
Click here for more information.

In Tennessee, a legislative subcommittee just approved a
bill (HB 1428) that would allow the state to establish horse
slaughter and processing plants. The bill directs the
Tennessee Department of Agriculture to establish
licensing, inspection, operational regulations, and fees for
horse processing plants in the state. The bill also provides
protections for those who might open a plant in
Tennessee; these protections are similar to those included
in a bill passed in Montana in 2009. Click here for more
information.

The Idaho House joined with the Senate in that state to
pass a Memorial that states in part. "Congress is urged to
oppose federal legislation that interferes with a state's
ability to direct the transport and processing of horses and
is encouraged to discontinue language in the yearly
appropriation bills which has effectively ended processing
of horses in the United States"

On the flip side of the issue, Florida has two bills (SB 1708
& HB 765) in their state legislature that would make it a
felony to slaughter horses and sell their meat for human
consumption. This follows a rash of horse thefts which
resulted in the slaughter of the horses and sale of the
meat on the black market in Florida. Click here for more
information.
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